
THE SEASONS OF EPIPHANY – YEAR C

ST. BEDE’S BIBLE & BREAKFAST
Biblical Readings for a Season

All readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

Readings are provided for all readings which may fall on a Sunday in a given year.  

The following Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ are included as they take precedence on a
Sunday:
• The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Christmas Day (December 25)
• The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ (January 1) 
• Feast of the Epiphany, or the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles (January 6)
• Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple (February 2)
• Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ (August 6)
• All Saints’ Sunday (the Sunday following November 1)

The Collects provided for Advent/Christmas, Lent, and the Great Fifty Days of Easter are
taken from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

The Collects provided for Ordinary Time (the Season after the Epiphany and the Season
after Pentecost) are taken from “Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Proposed by the
Consultation on Common Texts, Fortress Press, 2002.

The booklet is keyed to “A Lector’s Guide & Commentary to the Revised Common
Lectionary” (LG) by J. Ted Blakley and “Keeping Holy Time” (KHT) by Douglas Wingeier

The First Readings in the Season after Pentecost use the semi-continuous readings from the
Old Testament.
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 Studying the Lessons for the Epiphany ABC   (LG 52/KHT 52)

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Isaiah 60.1-6
60 1 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
    and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
    and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
    they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a]
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
    all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Footnotes:
a. Isaiah 60:5 Heb be enlarged

Gradual:  Ps. 72.1-7,10-14
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
    and your righteousness to the King's son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *
    and the poor with justice.
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
    and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
    he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
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    from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
    like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
    there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall
                             be no more.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
    and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
11 All kings shall bow down before him, *
    and all the nations do him service.
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
    and the oppressed who has no helper.
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
    he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
    and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Ephesians 3.1-12
3   1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for[a] Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles— 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as
I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery[b] was
not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, 9 and to make everyone see[c] what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in[d] God who created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in
its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.[e]
Footnotes: a. Ephesians 3:1 Or of ; b. Ephesians 3:5 Gk it; c. Ephesians 3:9 Other ancient authorities read to bring to light
d. Ephesians 3:9 Or by; e. Ephesians 3:12 Or the faith of him

Matthew 2.1-12
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men[a]
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from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,[b] and have come to pay him
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g]
they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

Footnotes:
a. Matthew 2:1 Or astrologers; Gk magi
b. Matthew 2:2 Or in the East
c. Matthew 2:4 Or the Christ
d. Matthew 2:6 Or rule
e. Matthew 2:7 Or astrologers; Gk magi
f. Matthew 2:9 Or in the East
g. Matthew 2:10 Gk saw the star

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 1 C   (LG 56/KHT 56)
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Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,
in glory everlasting. Amen. 

Isaiah 43.1-7
43 1 But now thus says the Lord,
    he who created you, O Jacob,
    he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have called you by name, you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
    Ethiopia[a] and Seba in exchange for you.
4 Because you are precious in my sight,
    and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
    nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not fear, for I am with you;
    I will bring your offspring from the east,
    and from the west I will gather you;
6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
    and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
    and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
    whom I created for my glory,
    whom I formed and made.”

Footnotes:
a. Isaiah 43:3 Or Nubia; Heb Cush
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Gradual: Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
    worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
    the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
    the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
    and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
    and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
    all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
    the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
    the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Acts 8.14-17
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them
that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come[a] upon
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then
Peter and John[b] laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Footnotes:
a. Acts 8:16 Gk fallen
b. Acts 8:17 Gk they
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Luke 3.15-17, 21-22
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,[a] 16 John answered all of them
by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; 
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with[b] the
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.     19 But
Herod the ruler,[c] who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and
because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added to them all by shutting up John
in prison.

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved;[d] with you I am well pleased.”[e]

Footnotes:
a. Luke 3:15 Or the Christ
b. Luke 3:16 Or in
c. Luke 3:19 Gk tetrarch
d. Luke 3:22 Or my beloved Son
e. Luke 3:22 Other ancient authorities read You are my Son, today I have begotten you

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 2C   (LG 59/KHT 64)

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Isaiah 62.1-5
62   1  For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
    and her salvation like a burning torch.
2 The nations shall see your vindication,
    and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
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    that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,[a]
    and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;[b]
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,[c]
    and your land Married;[d]
for the Lord delights in you,
    and your land shall be married.
5 For as a young man marries a young woman,
    so shall your builder[e] marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
    so shall your God rejoice over you.

Footnotes:
a. Isaiah 62:4 Heb Azubah
b. Isaiah 62:4 Heb Shemamah
c. Isaiah 62:4 Heb Hephzibah
d. Isaiah 62:4 Heb Beulah
e. Isaiah 62:5 Cn: Heb your sons

Gradual: Psalm 36.5-10
5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, *
    and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep; *
    you save both man and beast, O LORD.
7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
    your people take refuge under the
                     shadow of your wings.
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
    you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9 For with you is the well of life, *
    and in your light we see light.
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
    and your favor to those who are true of heart.

1 Corinthians 12.1-11
12 Now concerning spiritual gifts,[a] brothers and sisters,[b] I do not want you to be
uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray
to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say
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“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,       
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,     
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

Footnotes: 
a. 1 Corinthians 12:1 Or spiritual persons
b. 1 Corinthians 12:1 Gk brothers

John 2.1-11
2   1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the
wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said
to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there
were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or
thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up
to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief
steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine,
and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But
you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
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Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 3 C   (LG 63/KHT 70)

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10    
8 1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to
Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of
the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law.

4 The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose; and beside
him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand;
and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on
his left hand. 

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed
the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the
ground. 

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,[a] helped the people to understand the law,
while the people remained in their places. 

8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading.

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the
words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet
wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is
holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Footnotes:
a. Nehemiah 8:7 1 Esdras 9.48 Vg: Heb and the Levites
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Gradual:  Ps. 19
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
    and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
    and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
    and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
    and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
    it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
    nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
    the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
    the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
    the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
    and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
    cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
    then shall I be whole and sound,
    and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
                             heart be acceptable in your sight, *
    O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
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1 Corinthians 12.12-31a
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot
would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member,
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I
have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated
with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same
care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?
30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But
strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

Luke 4.14-21
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Studying the Lessons for the Feast of the Presentation (Feb. 2)

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was
this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean
hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.   Amen.  

Malachi 3.1-4 (see Advent 2, LG 5/KHT 18)
3 1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.[a] 4 Then the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in
former years.

Footnotes:
a. Malachi 3:3 Or right offerings to the Lord

Psalm 84
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
    My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
    my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
    by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
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3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
    they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
    whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
    for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
    and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
    hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
    and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
    and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
    than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
    he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *
    from those who walk with integrity.
12 O LORD of hosts, *
    happy are they who put their trust in you!

Hebrews 2.14-18 (see Christmas 1 (A), LG 36/KHT 46)
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the
fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters[a] in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.              
18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are
being tested.

Footnotes:  a. Hebrews 2:17 Gk brothers

Luke 2.22-40 (see Christmas 1(B), LG 34/KHT 47)
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
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25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;[a] this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.[b] 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon[c]
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace,
    according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32   a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
34 Then Simeon[f] blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child[h] to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

Footnotes:
a. Luke 2:25 Gk Symeon
b. Luke 2:26 Or the Lord’s Christ
c. Luke 2:27 Gk In the Spirit, he
d. Luke 2:28 Gk he
e. Luke 2:29 Gk slave
f. Luke 2:34 Gk Symeon
g. Luke 2:36 Gk Hanna
h. Luke 2:38 Gk him
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Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 4 C  (LG 67/KHT 76)

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth:
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

Jeremiah 1.4-10
4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a
boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord.”

9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.

10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

Gradual:  Ps. 71.1-6
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; *
    let me never be ashamed.
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *
    incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *
    you are my crag and my stronghold.

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *
    from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
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5 For you are my hope, O LORD God, *
    my confidence since I was young.
6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;
from my mother's womb you have been my strength; *
    my praise shall be always of you.

 1 Corinthians 13.1-13
13 1 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do
not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my
body so that I may boast,[a] but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part,
and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come
to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see
in a mirror, dimly,[b] but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I
will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Footnotes:
a. 1 Corinthians 13:3 Other ancient authorities read body to be burned
b. 1 Corinthians 13:12 Gk in a riddle

Luke 4.21-30
21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them,
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will
say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at
Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the
prophet’s hometown. 25 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time
of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a
severe famine over all the land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a
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widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many lepers[a] in Israel in the time
of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove
him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was
built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But he passed through the midst of
them and went on his way.

Footnotes:
a. Luke 4:27 The terms leper and leprosy can refer to several diseases

      Studying the Lessons for the Epiphany 5C   (LG 70/KHT 82)

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that
abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.  Amen. 

Isaiah 6.1-8 [9-13] (Workbook, p. 70)
6   1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above
him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered
their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
  the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4 The pivots[a] on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts!”

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the
altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph[b] touched my mouth with it and said: “Now
that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”    
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

[9 And he said, “Go and say to this people:
‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend;
keep looking, but do not understand.’
10 Make the mind of this people dull,
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    and stop their ears, and shut their eyes,
so that they may not look with their eyes,
    and listen with their ears,
and comprehend with their minds,
    and turn and be healed.”
11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said:
“Until cities lie waste
    without inhabitant,
and houses without people,
    and the land is utterly desolate;
12 until the Lord sends everyone far away,
    and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.
13 Even if a tenth part remain in it,
    it will be burned again,
like a terebinth or an oak
    whose stump remains standing
    when it is felled.”[c]
The holy seed is its stump.]

Footnotes:  a. Isaiah 6:4 Meaning of Heb uncertain; b. Isaiah 6:7 Heb He; c. Isaiah 6:13 Meaning of Heb uncertain

Gradual:  Ps. 138
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; *
    before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *
    because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
    and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
    you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, *
    when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, *
    that great is the glory of the LORD.
7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; *
    he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
    you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
    your right hand shall save me.
9 The LORD will make good his purpose for me; *
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    O LORD, your love endures for ever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
1 Corinthians 15.1-11

15   1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters,[a] of the good news[b] that I
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through
which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to
you—unless you have come to believe in vain.

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters[c] at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died.[d] 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit
to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you
have come to believe.

Footnotes: a. 1 Corinthians 15:1 Gk brothers; b. 1 Corinthians 15:1 Or gospel; c. 1 Corinthians 15:6 Gk brothers; 
d. 1 Corinthians 15:6 Gk fallen asleep

Luke 5.1-11
5   1 Once while Jesus[a] was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3
He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a
little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.        
     4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water
and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all
night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6
When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to
break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And
they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter
saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man!”        9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that
they had taken;   10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you
will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left
everything and followed him.
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Footnotes: Luke 5:1 Gk he

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 6 C   (LG 76/KHT 88)

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers;
and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of
your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and
deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Jeremiah 17.5-10
5 Thus says the Lord:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
    and make mere flesh their strength,
    whose hearts turn away from the Lord.
6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
    and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
    in an uninhabited salt land.
7 Blessed are those who trust in the Lord,
    whose trust is the Lord.
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water,
    sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
    and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
    and it does not cease to bear fruit.
9 The heart is devious above all else;
    it is perverse—
    who can understand it?
10 I the Lord test the mind
    and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
    according to the fruit of their doings.

Gradual: Psalm 1
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
    nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
    and they meditate on his law day and night.

Page 21



3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
    everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
     they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
    nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
    but the way of the wicked is doomed.

1 Corinthians 15.12-20
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation
has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have died[a] in Christ have
perished.     19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died.[b]

Footnotes:
a. 1 Corinthians 15:18 Gk fallen asleep
b. 1 Corinthians 15:20 Gk fallen asleep

Luke 6.17-26
17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of
Tyre and Sidon. 18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
    for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now,
    for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
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    for you will laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you[a] on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,
for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,
    for you have received your consolation.
25 “Woe to you who are full now,
    for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
    for you will mourn and weep.

26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.

Footnotes: a. Luke 6:22 Gk cast out your name as evil  

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 7C   (LG 79/KHT 94)

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing; Send
your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true
bond of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before
you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Genesis 45.3-11, 15 (Workbook, p. 79)
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.         
9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the
land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
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children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for
you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’

12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that
speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that
you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck.

15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.

Gradual: Psalm 37.1-12, 41-42
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; *
    do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *
    and like the green grass fade away.
3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; *
    dwell in the land and feed on its riches.
4 Take delight in the LORD, *
    and he shall give you your heart's desire.
5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in him, *
    and he will bring it to pass.
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light *
    and your just dealing as the noonday.
7 Be still before the LORD *
    and wait patiently for him.
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, *
    the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *
    do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *
    but those who wait upon the LORD shall possess the land.
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; *
    you shall search out their place, but they will not be there.
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *
    they will delight in abundance of peace.
41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the LORD; *
    he is their stronghold in time of trouble.
42 The LORD will help them and rescue them; *
    he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, 
    because they seek refuge in him.
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1 Corinthians 15.35-38, 42-50
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they
come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When
you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or
of something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind
of seed he gives its own body. 

39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds
another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but
the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is
another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and
star differs from star in splendor.

42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable,
it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first
man Adam became a living being”[a]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 
46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 
47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 
48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly
man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of
the earthly man, so shall we[b] bear the image of the heavenly man.

50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Footnotes:  a. 1 Corinthians 15:45 Gen. 2:7; b. 1 Corinthians 15:49 Some early manuscripts so let us

Luke 6.27-38
27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not
withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them
do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
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return.[a] Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he
is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

Footnotes:
a. Luke 6:35 Other ancient authorities read despairing of no one

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 8 C   (LG 84/KHT 100)

From your mouth, O God, come mercy and righteousness, and out of the abundance
of your heart you have given us your Word made flesh, Jesus the Christ.  Pour out
your Spirit of integrity upon us, that all we sy and do may befit a people made in your
image and baptized into the dying and rising of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

Sirach 4.4-11 (not in KHT)
4 When a sieve is shaken, the refuse appears;
    so do a person’s faults when he speaks.
5 The kiln tests the potter’s vessels;
    so the test of a person is in his conversation.
6 Its fruit discloses the cultivation of a tree;
    so a person’s speech discloses the cultivation of his mind.
7 Do not praise anyone before he speaks,
    for this is the way people are tested.

or
Isaiah 55.10-13  (KHT 100)

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
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12 For you shall go out in joy,
    and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
    shall burst into song,
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Psalm 92.1-4, 11-14
1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, *
    and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;
2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning *
    and of your faithfulness in the night season;
3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, *
    and to the melody of the harp.
4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; *
    and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, *
    and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
12 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD *
    shall flourish in the courts of our God;
13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; *
    they shall be green and succulent;
14 That they may show how upright the LORD is, *
    my Rock, in whom there is no fault.

1 Corinthians 15.51-58
51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die,[a] but we will all be changed, 
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. 54 When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal
body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?”
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56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved,[b] be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of
the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Footnotes:
a. 1 Corinthians 15:51 Gk fall asleep
b. 1 Corinthians 15:58 Gk beloved brothers

Luke 6.39-49
39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not
both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully
qualified will be like the teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s[a]
eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your
neighbor,[b] ‘Friend,[c] let me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you yourself do
not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s[d] eye.

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; 
44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are
grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of
the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is
out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? 47 I will show
you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. 
48 That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on
rock; when a flood arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it,
because it had been well built.[e] 49 But the one who hears and does not act is like a
man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst
against it, immediately it fell, and great was the ruin of that house.”

Footnotes:
a. Luke 6:41 Gk brother’s; b. Luke 6:42 Gk brother; c. Luke 6:42 Gk brother; d. Luke 6:42 Gk brother’s
e. Luke 6:48 Other ancient authorities read founded upon the rock
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Studying the Lessons for Last Epiphany C  (LG 91/KHT 106)

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

Exodus 34.29-35    
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with
the two tablets of the covenant[a] in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his
face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come
near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken
with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a
veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he
would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the
Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the face of Moses,
that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again,
until he went in to speak with him.

Footnotes: a. Exodus 34:29 Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth

Gradual:  Ps. 99
1 The LORD is King; let the people tremble; *
    he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
2 The LORD is great in Zion; *
    he is high above all peoples.
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
    he is the Holy One.
4 “O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; *
    you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”
5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and fall down before his footstool; *
    he is the Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
    they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
    they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.
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8 “O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; *
    you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.”
9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
    for the LORD our God is the Holy One.

2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2
12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13 not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the
glory that[a] was being set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this
very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there,
since only in Christ is it set aside. 15 Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read,
a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.  
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected
in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

4   1 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do
not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to
practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

Footnotes:  a. 2 Corinthians 3:13 Gk of what

Luke 9.28-36 [37-43]
28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus[a] took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.       
32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake,[b] they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three dwellings,[c] one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came
a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen;[d] listen to him!” 36 When the voice
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one
any of the things they had seen.
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[37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd
met him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at
my son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he[e]
shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely
leave him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus
answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with
you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 While he was coming, the demon
dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed
the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all were astounded at the greatness
of God.]
Footnotes:
a. Luke 9:28 Gk he; b. Luke 9:32 Or but when they were fully awake; c. Luke 9:33 Or tents
d. Luke 9:35 Other ancient authorities read my Beloved; e. Luke 9:39 Or it  
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